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Hogan Family Makes Generous Donation for Expanded 

Community Room at New Gregory A. Hogan Catholic School 
 

For Immediate Release 

June 22, 2021  

 

The Hogan family of Sarnia has made a generous $200,000 donation to the St. Clair District 

Catholic Education Foundation, which will be used to support an expanded 900 square foot 

community room in the new Gregory A. Hogan Catholic School.  The gift was made on behalf of 

Barry and Marcia Hogan and Barry and Erika Hogan and their families. 

 

“This generous gift is greatly appreciated by the Board and the entire Hogan school community,” 

says Deb Crawford, Director of Education.  “In addition to being centres of excellence for 

students, our Catholic schools are also committed to serving our communities.  Our facilities are 

used by many community organizations to run programs and events outside of school hours.  

This expanded community room will be a true benefit to the Sarnia community.” 

 

In May 2021 the Board received a scope change approval from the Ministry of Education to 

include the expanded community room in the design of the new school.  The Ministry has also 

approved a revised facility space template, to assist the Board’s architect in moving forward with 

the school design. 

 

“Our family has been blessed by the Sarnia-Lambton community over the years,” says Barry 

Hogan.  “We feel this is a fitting way to give back and to honour the legacy of our father and 

grandfather, Gregory A. Hogan.  Thank you to Amy Janssens and the entire team at the St. Clair 

Catholic District School Board for including us in this wonderful project.” 

 

In January 2018, the Ontario government announced $14,371,913 in funding for the new 

Catholic elementary school, which will be built on The Rapids Parkway.  A further $2,672,104 

was approved for a child care facility, with five rooms and 88 child care spaces.   
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“Students deserve modern, state-of-the-art classrooms to help them reach their full potential, 

and hard-working families deserve safe, affordable and high-quality child care,” says Education 

Minister Stephen Lecce. “The Ontario government is pleased to support a new Catholic 

elementary school and a five-room child care facility as part of our efforts to support working 

families in Sarnia.” 

 

“I want to personally thank the Hogan family for this generous contribution to the new Gregory 

A. Hogan Catholic School and the Sarnia-Lambton community,” says Sarnia-Lambton MPP Bob 

Bailey.  “The new community room is a welcome addition and sure to be well used in the months 

and years ahead.” 

 

Gregory A. Hogan Catholic School was opened on May 7, 1978.  It was named for Gregory A. 

Hogan, a Sarnia businessman and former Trustee of the Lambton County Roman Catholic 

Separate School Board.  The school community will carry with it the Gregory A. Hogan Catholic 

School name, when it moves to the new location on The Rapids Parkway in September 2023. 
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Design of New South Chatham Catholic                         

Elementary School Presented to Board of Trustees 
 

For Immediate Release 

June 22, 2021  

 

Following four input sessions with the South Chatham Catholic Elementary School Consultation 

Committee, a proposed design for the new building has been presented to the Board of Trustees. 

 

“Members of the Consultation Committee have done tremendous work in bringing their 

thoughts and ideas forward to help create this exceptional plan for our new school,” says Deb 

Crawford, Director of Education. “Thanks to all who participated in the committee and to VG 

Architects, who are leading the design work.  Their expertise and skill in capturing the 

committee’s vision has been exceptional.” 

 

The virtual input sessions were held in May.  Participants included parents/guardians and 

students, school administration, representatives from the Board’s Special Education and Catholic 

Learning Services departments, CLASS, which provides student transportation and Community 

Use of Schools services, Facility Services and the Board’s senior administration.  Trustees and 

child care providers also offered input.  The Municipality of Chatham-Kent has participated in a 

site plan review. 

 

Features of the new school include: 

 

• A 60,563 square foot two storey building with a 5,500 square foot gym; 
• Two storey learning commons 
• An outdoor classroom 
• 24 classrooms (including four Kindergarten classrooms); 
• A 5,426 square foot child care centre with three rooms (infant, toddler and pre-school) 

and separate outdoor play spaces 
• An eight acre site, with approximately 105 parking spaces. 
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The Ontario government announced approval for the construction of two new schools in 

Chatham in June 2017.  St. Angela Merici Catholic School on McNaughton Avenue, W. opened 

in September 2020.  The new South Chatham school is expected to open in September 2023.  

The total funding allocation for the school is $13,357,502, which includes $1,573,010 for the 

child care centre. 

 

“On behalf of the Board of Trustees and our South Chatham school communities, we want to 

again express our appreciation to the Government of Ontario for the funding which makes this 

exciting project possible,” says John Van Heck, Chair of the Board.  “We look forward to moving 

ahead.” 
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Board of Trustees Receives Update on                            

Monsignor Uyen Catholic School Project  
 
For Immediate Release 

June 22, 2021  
 

Trustees for the St. Clair Catholic District School Board received an update at the June 22, 2021 

Regular Board Meeting on the Monsignor Uyen Catholic School project. 

 

“We are pleased to report that this project is progressing well, with substantial completion 

targeted for July 23rd this year,” says Deb Crawford, Director of Education.  “We are excited that 

this major renovation project will be completed in time for students and staff to begin classes in 

the new home for French Immersion in Chatham on the first day of school in September.” 

 

Construction highlights include: 

 

• Administration Office - 95% complete, reception desk & office furniture now on site 
• Classrooms - 95% complete and ready for furniture delivery the week of July 5 – 9, 2021 
• Gymnasium - 95% complete, with athletic flooring to be installed week of June 28, 2021 
• Learning Commons - 95% complete and ready for furniture delivery the week of July 26, 

2021 
• Roofing - 100% complete 
• Road Sign - to be installed in July, 2021 
• Rear yard asphalt - scheduled to start July 12, 2021 and to be completed by August 20, 

2021 
• Landscaping - to be completed by August 20, 2021 
• Outdoor Classroom - to be completed by August 20, 2021  
• Childcare rooftop unit replacement - Fall of 2021 (October or November) 
• School open to staff beginning August 9, 2021 

 
When members of the Monsignor Uyen Catholic School community relocate to the new site on 
Baldoon Road, they will take with them the Uyen name, school history and traditions. 
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“We will be honouring the history of the Uyen Catholic school community, which stretches back 
to 1969,” says Laura Callaghan, Superintendent of Education.  “The school has undergone many 
changes over the years and the relocation to Baldoon Road will be the latest chapter in its 52 
year history.”  
 
Other significant dates in the school’s history: 
 

• French Immersion was introduced in 1989, with one grade added per year. 
• In 2002, primary French Immersion classes were transferred to Our Lady of Fatima. 
• In 2004, the school name was changed from John Uyen School to Monsignor Uyen 

Catholic School, with an official blessing and unveiling of a new sign. 
• In 2012, the school became single-track French Immersion, with English language 

students being transferred to Our Lady of Fatima. 
 

The school is named for Monsignor John Uyen, who came to Canada from Holland in 1913.  He 

served as a parish priest in Chatham and Wallaceburg.  The school was named for him because 

of his extensive contributions to education. 

 

“We are in the initial stages of planning events to celebrate the opening of the new Monsignor 

Uyen Catholic School,” says Mrs. Callaghan.  “These are exciting times for the Uyen community 

and for our Board!” 

 

Take a virtual tour of the school at:  https://youtu.be/KYnyCv0adwU 
 

Important dates include: 

• Family tours of the school – (Tentative) August 25  
• Official Opening and Blessing Ceremony – September 23  
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2021-2022 Budget Focuses on Health and Safety;                           

Recovery and Renewal Investments for All Students 
 

For Immediate Release 

June 22, 2021 

 

The Board of Trustees has passed a $122,534,498 budget for the 2021-2022 school year, which 

makes health and safety of all students and staff a priority and focuses on learning recovery and 

renewal for all students. 

 

“The uncertainty of COVID-19 remains an important factor as we look toward the 2021-2022 

school year,” says Deb Crawford, Director of Education.  “We have presented a prudent budget, 

which makes important investments in our most vulnerable students and continues to make 

health and safety a priority.” 

 

“This is a thorough and thoughtful budget, which includes purposeful investments in Special 

Education, Mental Health, Learning & Innovation, Risk Management, Communication and 

Technology,” says Amy Janssens, Associate Director – Corporate Services & Treasurer. 

 

The budget supports system priorities as identified in the Always Ready Action Plan 2021-2022, 

which was also presented to the Board of Trustees tonight.  Priorities outlined in the plan 

include:     

 

• A three year mental health and addictions strategy and annual action plan for mental 

health, informed by School Climate Survey results, which includes student voice; 

• A focus on re-engagement and awareness through the Board’s Equity Advisory 

Committee, Indigenous Education Action Plan, Special Education Plan, and supports for 

English language learners; 

• Focus on curriculum – a continued implementation of revised curriculum and Math Up 

for Grades 1-8; Reading success for all in Grade 1; and implementation of new resources 

in the Growing in Faith – Growing in Christ curriculum for Grade 8; a de-streamed Grade 9 

Math implementation plan; supporting literacy and numeracy for Grades 7 to 12; 

• Supporting at-risk students for graduation; 
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• Re-engagement of secondary students in experiential learning and pathways planning; 

• Board-owned devices will be available for every student and classroom educator in 

September 2021. 

 

The health and safety of all students and staff will continue to be a priority for St. Clair Catholic 

in the 2021-2022 school year.  The budget includes $2.4 million in COVID-19 supports, of which 

$1.6 million is funded specifically by the ministry for COVID-19 purposes.  Health and safety 

procedures will be adapted as required moving forward, based on guidance from the Ministry of 

Education and Public Health Ontario.   

 

The budget includes a $1.08 million deficit for compliance utilizing the Board’s accumulated 

surplus. 

 

Budget estimates for 2021-2022 are in compliance with all Ministry of Education accountability 

and reporting requirements.  The approved budget will now be forwarded to the Ministry. 
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2021-2022 School Year Calendar Receives Final Approval 
 
For Immediate Release 

June 22, 2021  

 
The St. Clair Catholic District School Board’s 2021-2022 school year calendar, which has received final approval from 

the Ministry of Education, was presented to the Board of Trustees at the June 22, 2021 Regular Board Meeting. 

 

School boards are required to prepare and submit to the Ministry of Education an annual calendar, which must be 

completed in accordance with the Education Act and Regulation 304, School Year Calendar, Professional Activity Days. 

The regular school year is the period between September 1 and June 30. 

 
A consultation process was undertaken involving the Lambton Kent District School Board, CSC Providence, Catholic 
Principals’ Council of Ontario, Ontario English Catholic Teachers’ Association (Elementary and Secondary), Association 
of Professional Student Services Personnel, Canadian Union of Public Employees and the Board Advisory Parent 
Council.  Highlights of the 2021-2022 school year calendar include: 

 
• The school year for students begins on Tuesday, September 7, 2021 
• Thanksgiving Day – Monday, October 11, 2021 
• Christmas Break – Monday, December 20 to Friday, December 31, 2021  
• Family Day – Monday, February 21, 2022 
• March Break – Monday, March 14 – Friday, March 18, 2022  
• Good Friday – Friday, April, 15, 2022 
• Easter Monday – Monday, April 18, 2022 
• Victoria Day – Monday, May 23, 2022 
• Last day of classes for students – Tuesday, June 28, 2022 

 

Professional Development Days are:  September 1, 2021; September 2, 2021; October 8, 2021; November 19, 2021; 

January 31, 2022; June 10, 2022; and June 29, 2022. 

 

The 2021-2022 school year calendar is posted to the Board website at: https://www.st-clair.net/school-year-

calendar.aspx  
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Accessibility Plan for 2021-2022 Presented                                                                             

to Board of Trustees 
 
For Immediate Release 

June 22, 2021  

 

The Board of Trustees has received the Board’s Annual Accessibility Plan 2021-2022, which is a 

blueprint for improving opportunities for persons with disabilities and to provide for their 

involvement in the identification, removal and prevention of barriers.  School boards are required 

to consult annually with persons with disabilities in the preparation of the plan and to make the 

plan public.  These requirements are set out in the Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2001 (ODA) and 

the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005 (AODA). 

 

“As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the majority of the professional development 

opportunities outlined in the plan were completed online,” says Lisa Demers, Superintendent of 

Education.  “I want to thank members of our Accessibility Working Group for their input in 

helping to lead the Board in identifying barriers to accessibility and developing a plan to address 

them.” 

 

The focus of the Accessibility Working Group will now shift towards implementation of the 

province’s K-12 Education Standards Development Committee’s findings to advance new 

accessibility standards for K-12 education. 

 

The committee’s initial report has been completed and focuses on eight barrier areas:  Attitudes, 

Behaviours, Perceptions and Assumptions; Awareness and Training; Curriculum, Instruction and 

Assessment; Digital Learning and Technology; Organizational Barriers; Social Realms; Physical 

and Architectural Barriers; and Emergency Planning. 

 

The K-12 Education Standards Development Committee now invites feedback on its initial 

report.  To read the committee’s report and to submit comments go to: 

 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/consultation-initial-recommendations-development-proposed-

kindergarten-grade-12-k-12-education  

https://www.ontario.ca/page/consultation-initial-recommendations-development-proposed-kindergarten-grade-12-k-12-education
https://www.ontario.ca/page/consultation-initial-recommendations-development-proposed-kindergarten-grade-12-k-12-education
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“We now await this important feedback,” says Mrs. Demers.  “We look forward to continuing our 

work in partnership with the K-12 Education Standards Development Committee, and the 

measures, policies, practices and requirements, which the committee will propose for 

implementation by January 1, 2025.” 

   

Read the full St. Clair Catholic Annual Accessibility Report 2021-2022 at:  Annual Accessibility 

Plan 2021-2022 
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